SOCIAL RACkGROU!\'l) OF VAZHAKUNNAM

The names ofKanippayyur Mana in Vastuvidya, Kattumadom,
Suryakaladi etc. in Mantravada; Venmani, Ottur, Vazhakunnam
etc. in poetry and Bhagavata lectures are a few from the list of
contributors of Nambudiris to science, art and literature. The
Brahmin community is solely responsible for bringing through ages
the vedas in tact, through the oral medium.

Many of the desirable conditions of the community played a
decisive part in the birth and growth of the poet in Vazhakunnam.
Vazhakunnam too had the sense of humour which his father Raman
Atitiripad exhibited. Njayath Balan has written a long essay on
the sense of humour ofRaman Atitiripad.74 Vazhakunnam9 s sense
of humour reverberated during his discourses. Patirisseri
Damodaran Nambudiri quotes one of such discourses in which
the audience could not control laughing for about five minutes
continuously.75

Even now, there are many Nambudiri Brahmins, who are
financially and socially backward. Ramesh Menon has drawn out
a realistic picture in one of his published articles.76 The
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